A Melkite Saint:

The Blessed Mary of Jesus Crucified

(Mariam Bawardy)

She was born on January 5, 1846, in Abellin, near Nazareth in Palestine and  passed to eternal life on  August 26, 1878, in Bethlehem.

She was the daughter of Giryes Bawardy  & Mariam Shahine, a poor Melkite Catholic family. Twelve of her thirteen brothers died in infancy, and Mary's birth was an answered prayer to Our Lady. Her parents died when Mary was only two, and she was raised up by a paternal uncle.  She moved with him to Alexandria, Egypt,  at age eight. Betrothed in an arranged marriage at age 13, she refused to go along with it, insisting on a religious life. As punishment for her disobedience, her uncle hired her out as a domestic servant, making sure she had the lowest and most menial of jobs. A Muslim servant tried to convert her to his religion in order to marry her. 

On  September 8, 1858, Mary told him she would never abandon her faith; mad with anger, he slit her throat and dumped her in a dark  alley in Alexandria. Mary died, went to heaven, saw Our Lord, Our Lady, and was happy to join her parents and  her 12 little brothers in Paradise. But Our Lord told her that the course of her life on earth was not completed yet. She awoke in a cave, where the  Virgin Mary treated her wound. The scars  round her neck were clear to see by the Mother Superior of the Carmelites whom she joined in Pau, France,  in 1867. She took the name of Mary of Jesus Crucified and made her final profession  on November 21st , 1871, feast of the Presentation of Our Lady to the Temple.

She was noted for her amazing spiritual gifts. She  received the stigmata, was seen to levitate, had the gift of bi-location and prophecy and knowledge of minds. Her guardian angel used to  speak through her. 

She helped found the Missionary Carmel of Mangalore, India; returned to France in 1872 and built a Carmelite monastery in Bethlehem in 1875. Supernatural gifts aside, she was known for her devotion to the Holy Spirit, her exemplary humility and obedience. 

 She died  of gangrene following an injury received at the construction site of the Bethlehem monastery. She was beatified on November 13, 1983,  by the late  Pope John Paul II. 
     
Her favorite prayer:

Holy Spirit, inspire me. 

Love of God, consume me. 

Along the true road, lead me. 

Mary, my good mother, look down upon me. 

With Jesus, bless me. 

From all evil, all illusion, all danger, preserve me. 
Amen.

